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attack by the American squadron, another of the
coalition of all Europe against the United States,
and still another that our government was beseech-
ing the Pope to intercede and save us from destruc-
tion by the army and navy of Spain, and this last
was deemed so authentic that it was ordered to be
publicly proclaimed in all the Philippine churches.

In the midst of such canards, which received cre-
dence on all sides, the poor consul was at times much
bewildered. However, we found that we had under-
estimated the resources of the defence. The number
of vessels at Cavite was incorrect, and no report had
been made of the twenty-odd small gun-boats in
Philippine waters which by initiative and daring
might have been utilized to make the entering of
Manila Bay a hazardous undertaking. Moreover,
there had been no proper enumeration of the shore
batteries with their seventeen heavy rifled guns at
the mouth of the bay and forty other guns mounted
in the Manila and Cavite fortifications.

On March n, in cabling to Washington a re-
quest that the two vital essentials, ammunition and
coal, should be sent from San Francisco, I had stated
that all the good coal in the market had been pur-
chased by other governments, and it was important
to provide for a fresh supply. In answer, Secretary
Long authorized me to contract for the delivery of
five thousand tons direct from England, if necessary;
but it was not until I made another inquiry by cable,